CHAPTER III
THE STRUGGLE OF THE NATIONALITIES
THE account of developments in the Soviet Union given in
the first two chapters would be incomplete without some treat-
ment of an attendant phenomenon of the "fight for bread55
there described. Parallel to the fight for bread, a determined
fight against the nationalities, their rights and their cultural
individuality, has been carried on for some time. This struggle,
too, may be regarded as, to a certain extent, a consequence of
the famine.
Moscow has to secure the maintenance of the Soviet system
and, in particular, the carrying out of the Five-Year Plan. It
has, therefore, to collect the requisite quantities of grain to
feed all the supporters of the existing order of things, which
in the present conditions must necessarily lead to the complete
exhaustion of the agrarian districts. As these regions are largely
inhabited not by Russians but by other peoples and races, it
follows that, apart from the great human tragedy of the famine,
all national movements of the local populations are mercilessly
attacked.
It is a matter of course that the peasants in the Ukraine,
White Russia, Kazakstan, the German Volga region, etc., feel
aggrieved at being drained for the benefit of Moscow, and
the muttered grumblings in the different regions often break
out into open protests, which the terrified and starved popula-
tion is altogether too weak to emphasize by action. In view of
the entire attitude of the Soviet regime it is inevitable that
this dissatisfaction should be ascribed to the machinations of
alleged c<counter-revolutionaries,55 "saboteurs,55 or some "ele-
ments hostile to the State." The more so that the protests
against Moscow's methods are actually accompanied by a
stressing of local interests, and emanate from the intellectual